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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because Fig. 6 does not sufficiently show the details set forth in the 
specification. Fig. 6 discloses five inserting prongs, while the specification teaches the 
use of four prongs. Furthermore, it is difficult to determine whether the outlet in Fig. 6 is 
input from the wall, or output to the power receptacles. Finally the N and G contacts 
should be placed in parallel with the wall outlet and the power receptacles if only one 
prong is to be used for each of these lines as explained in the specification. 

2. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson 
outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new 
drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: the component "N contact out" in Fig. 6 is never disclosed in the 
specification. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
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abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: the grammar chosen 
in Claim 6 causes the claim to be unclear. Appropriate correction is required. A 
suggestion would be, "the power extension device recited in Claim 1 wherein the surge 
protection module has positioned thereon at least one LED for indicating status". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
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by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

6. Claims 1-4, & 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Grace et al. (US 5844763). 
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7. With regard to Claim 1 , Grace et al., in Figures 1& 2, discloses a power 
extension device (10) comprising: a device body including a housing (16 &18) having at 
least one plug receptacle (20); said housing having a recess portion (26) for receiving a 
removably-attached surge protection module (60); and said module containing surge 
protection circuitry being configured to prevent electricity flow when removed (Column 

1 , lines 36-40). 

8. With regard to Claim 2, Grace et al., in Figure 1 , discloses the power extension 
device recited in Claim 1 (10) wherein the housing (16 &18) of the device body being 
generally elongated. 

9. With regard to Claim 3, Grace et al., in Figure 1 , discloses the power extension 
device (10) recited in Claim 1 wherein the housing of the device body (16 &18) being 
generally rectangular in shape. 
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10. With regard to Claim 4, Grace et al., in Figure 2, discloses the power extension 
device recited in Claim 1 , wherein the recess portion the housing (26) of the device 
body being located toward a left end of the device. 

1 1 . With regard to Claim 6, Grace et al., discloses the power extension device 
recited in Claim 1 wherein the surge protection module (60) has positioned thereon at 
least one LED (71) for indicating status (column 4, lines 38-40). 

12. With regard to Claim 7, Grace et al., in Figure 6, discloses the power extension 
device recited in Claim 1 wherein the surge protection module having four inserting 
prongs (54, 56, 58 & 70). 

1 3. With regard to Claim 8, Grace et al., in Figures 1 , 2 & 6, discloses a power strip 
device (10) comprising: a device body including a generally elongated and rectangular 
housing (16 &18) having multiple plug receptacles (22); said housing having a recess 
portion (26) located toward an end of the device body for receiving a removably- 
attached surge protection module (60); and said module having positioned thereon at 
least one LED (71) for status indication, said module further containing surge protection 
circuitry being configured to prevent electricity flow when removed. 
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14. Claims 1 & 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Milan 
(US 6726509). 
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1 5. With regard to Claim 1 , Milan, in Figures 30 & 41 , discloses a power extension 
device (300) comprising: a device body including a housing (301) having at least one 
plug receptacle (304); said housing having a recess portion (310 & 405) for receiving a 
removably-attached surge protection module (312 &406); and said module containing 
surge protection circuitry (420) being configured to prevent electricity flow when 
removed (column 14 lines 60-67). 

16. With regard to Claim 5, Milan, in Figure 41 , discloses the power extension device 
(300) recited in Claim 1 wherein the recess portion of the housing (405) of the device 
body being located toward the middle of the device. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Subkak et al. (US 6304188) also discloses the subject matter of 
Claims 1-8 as it pertains to a traffic cabinet as a power extension device. Subak et al. 
was not relied upon in the office action but is considered pertinent prior art in regard to 
the applicant's disclosure. 

1 8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Bauer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5986. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/706,098 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 2836 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on (571) 272-2058. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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